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Executive Summary
Arizona City (population 4,385, established 1960) is a master-planned community located in the arid western portion of Pinal County.  The historically rural community now faces significant development pressure from the expanding populations of Phoenix and Tucson.  
In order to manage these "growing pains", graduate students from the University of Arizona Planning program--with the assistance of many community members and local agency representatives--helped to create this Area Plan in the fall of 2004.  The Plan builds upon earlier studies to address various issues concerning Arizona City residents and business owners so that they may proactively direct the future of their community.
The Area Plan begins with an introduction to the history and general characteristics of Arizona City before discussing six areas of focus: land use; housing; transportation; environment and water resources; government and public facilities; and economic development.  
Each of these six focus chapters describes the existing conditions along with recommended goals, objectives, and strategies to achieve the needs and desires of the community.  Student teams synthesized extensive information from State, County, and local data, personal interviews, and a community survey results (see Appendix 1.1) to arrive at the conclusions of this Plan.  The six chapters are summarized below.
Land Use

This chapter outlines the major concepts of land use planning by providing the current land use conditions, including land use categories, land use designations, and zoning. The land use element plays an important role in shaping current and future development of the community of Arizona City.

Attention was devoted to the current land use issues addressed by local residents and local authority. Survey results indicated that a lack of parks and recreation facilities is highly prioritized by the residents of Arizona City; followed by concerns in regard to the lack of community life. Other issues stressed during the dialog with local residents was a lack of open space which should, according to residents, play an essential role in enhancing the overall quality of life and strengthen the community’s vitality. A set of recommendations are provided to realize this assumption and to make the idea of open space more realistic in Arizona City. 

Another concern as defined by the residents point out a weak aesthetical appearance and a lack of community identity. In order to mitigate these problems, design guideline suggestions have been created to provide for the enhancement of visual quality and integrity of elements of built environment in Arizona City. These design guidelines serve as practical advice based upon the preferences voiced by Arizona City residents during the public meetings. 

Housing

This chapter emphasizes the four goals relative to maintaining aesthetics and affordability in Arizona City given current demographics and housing statistics. They are:  (1) encourage Arizona City residents to actively participate and take ownership in the improvement of their existing housing stock and neighborhoods; (2) protect and enhance existing neighborhoods by improving and maintaining existing housing stock while a creating a sense of place; (3) ensure that new housing is appropriate to the neighborhood character within Arizona City while responding effectively to the increases in housing demand as the City grows; and (4) promote availability of a range of housing types and tenure throughout Arizona City which will address the variety of housing needs.

Transportation

This chapter evaluates the current and future transportation needs of Arizona City.  A safe and efficient transportation system is an essential component for development in any community.  The State of Arizona Growing Smarter legislation requires communities larger than 2,500 inhabitants to adopt policies that will make their transportation systems more efficient and economical.  This includes making inter-modal transportation a priority, including alternatives to traditional car-based transportation, such as mass transit, pedestrian paths, and bicycle routes.

The chapter begins with an overview of the local street network, access to Interstate Highway 10 and 8, railroads, airports, and currently utilized pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian routes.  Major concerns for the transportation system included future congestion spurred by ongoing development in the region, the poor condition and maintenance of local roadways, limited access to Interstate 10 and 8, and the potential loss of utilized but unprotected pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian routes.


In order to meet transportation needs, Arizona City must work with Pinal County to implement roadway improvements, explore additional opportunities to increasing public transportation options, and find funding for transportation project assistance.

Environment and Water Resources

This chapter explains the importance of natural resources to facilitate a sustainable environment that can provide for current and future uses. For instance, community leaders need to address the water needs of Paradise Lake and the Arizona City Golf Course.  Presently, Paradise Lake is completely reliant on groundwater, which is not the best option for the community.  Alternative options that would employ the use of effluent from the Sanitary District in the Lake are discussed in the chapter.  

Arizona City and the surrounding region are expected to increase in population in the coming years.  This will put further strain on the aquifer as well as the natural environment.  It is important to establish management practices for the community that ensure it can maintain itself in the future.  Issues such as view sheds, water availability, preservation of cultural resources, and protection of Arizona City’s amenities (Golf Course and Paradise Lake) all must be considered in creating a successful future for the community.    

Government and Public Facilities

This chapter focuses on alternatives to the current absence of any governing body in Arizona City.  Although remaining unincorporated is an option, continued population growth will make increased leadership more desirable. The purpose of this chapter is to explain the pros and cons of the four governance alternatives in order to help residents decide which form best meets their public facility needs for the future.     
The four governance alternatives confronted by Arizona City are:

1. No Change—remain unincorporated within Pinal County.

2. Community Council—remain unincorporated but with an elected community council to act as an organized voice for Arizona City.

3. Incorporation—incorporate as a city with a mayor and council.

4. Annexation—become part of the City of Eloy.

In order to facilitate any governance change, residents should look to the original Focused Futures steering committee to lead a non-partisan selection process for new governance.  The goals, objectives, and strategies section describes how to accomplish this and directs residents on how to facilitate improvements to local public services.
Economic Development

This chapter focuses on the economic needs of Arizona City by reviewing how the community fits into the surrounding region, the importance of economic development to the community’s well being, and how to use its built-in strengths to begin its economic development planning.  
The chapter then sets out guidelines for future growth that aim for stronger community cohesion, beautification of Arizona City’s commercial district, and the creation of an overall image for Arizona City, a “theme” that can be represented visually in the community. 
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